
Specter on the Shield Law

    Senator Arlen Specter  has published an op-ed in today's Washington Post  making a case
for a federal media shield bill to be passed.
  
The importance of a free press is so woven into the fabric of our history that Americans often
take it for granted. But when we observe fledgling democracies around the world, Americans
can see just how essential a free media are to democracy -- and how easily they can be chilled.
If we are to have a free press, it is necessary to protect the relationship between journalists and
trusted sources to whom journalists have promised confidentiality. For this reason, every state
but Wyoming has established some form of reporters' privilege.  
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http://specter.senate.gov/public/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/05/04/AR2008050401597.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/05/04/AR2008050401597.html

